BALLOT SECRECY SLEEVE 
BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

This invention relates to the field of automated ballot tabulating machines. More 
particularly, a ballot secrecy sleeve is presented which covers the ballot as it is being fed 
into an automatic tabulating machine. 

Through the years democracy has provided numerous ways of voting and 
tabulating vote counts. One of the earliest modern versions of voting mechanisms 
involved a paper ballot. On a paper ballot the names of the candidates are listed and a 
box is placed next to each candidates name. The voter simply marks an "x" in the 
appropriate box to vote for the candidate. These votes are then hand-counted after visual 
inspection and the tabulated count delivered to the proper election authority. 

Since oftentimes tens of millions of votes need to be tabulated in order to 
determine the winner of a contest, much .attention has been devoted to more sophisticated 
means of voting and tabulating the vote count. A particular improvement to the paper 
ballot method was thought to be the use of voter punch cards. In utilizing this type of 
voting apparatus, a punch card is inserted into a pre-determined matrix containing the 
candidates' names. The voter then punches through a chad in x>rder to register his vote. 

Unfortunately, punch cards resulted in a certain amount of error since the chad 
would occasionally not be punched all the way through or would be left hanging onto the 
back of the ballot to be tabulated. The use of punch cards has fallen into much disfavor 
since the recent problems with tabulating the correct vote in the Year 2000 Presidential 
Election in the State of Florida and elsewhere. Advancements are needed in order to 
more correctly count every vote. 
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A further advancement over the paper ballot or punch card ballot is the 
electronically scanned ballot. The electronically scanned ballot uses a ballot with a box 
or oval next to the candidate's name. However, rather than marking the appropriate box 
or oval with an cc x" the voter simply fills in the oval so that the ballot can be scanned by 
an electronic scanning .apparatus. Once the voter has cast his vote, the ballot is fed into 
an electronic tabulating machine that easily and accurately tabulates the voter's 
preferences based on the ovals lhat were filled in during the balloting process. It is 
believed that the electronic scanning of ballots is much more accurate and less prone to 
human error or to otter inaccurate and subjective methods of determining a voter's true 
intention. 

However, with the advent of electronic balloting, the secrecy of the ballot has 
been compromised because the voter has to place his ballot into the ballot slot on the 
electronic tabulating machine. Even though this ballot slot has a secrecy cover, a portion 
of the ballot can still be viewed as it is being fed into the tabulating machine. If a 
bystander is able to view any portion of the ballot, he would be able to visually check the 
voter's candidate selections. This lack of secrecy is very disturbing to voters and to 
election officials who try to maintain the secrecy of the vote to the fullest extent possible. 

There has thus become a need for some sort of secrecy protection device that 
would enable the voter to cast a ballot to be scanned in a completely secret method. It is 
an object of this invention to provide a method of protecting the secrecy of a ballot even 
when it is to be scanned by an electronic tabulating machine. 

Since voting is done by a wide variety of eligible citizens, it is also important to 
keep the voting process itself as simple as possible. It is another object of this invention 


to provide a simple, yet effective, means of covering a voter's cast ballot until it is fed 
into the electronic tabulating machine. 

Other and further objects of this invention will become apparent upon reading the 
below described Specification. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DEVICE 
A ballot secrecy sleeve is presented to protect the secrecy and privacy of a ballot 
once it has been marked by a voter. The sleeve comprises a cardboard cover which has 
an identical top and bottom connected by a narrow shoulder. The narrow shoulder has a 
small cutout to enable the voter to push the ballot into the tabulating mechanism once the 
ballot secrecy sleeve has been positioned in the ballot slot The sleeve also has left and 
right flanges so that the sleeve and ballot can be placed into the ballot tabulating slot with 
the ballot being completely hidden either by the cover of the machine itself or by the 
secrecy sleeve. The left and right flanges insure that the ballot and sleeve are positioned 
in the ballot machine-receiving slot in the proper orientation. Once the ballot and sleeve 
have been properly positioned, the ballot is pushed into the tabulating machine using a 
cutout and the ballot receiving and advancing rollers advance the ballot out of the sleeve 
for tabulation. The ballot is completely hidden from the time the voter places it into the 
ballot secrecy sleeve until the time it is tabulated. 


BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
Figure 1 is a perspective view of the ballot scanning machine, ballot secrecy 
sleeve and ballot. 


Figure 2 is a perspective view of the ballot secrecy sleeve shown in its folded and 
operable condition. 

Figure 3 is a top plan view of the ballot secrecy jsleeve shown in its unfolded 
orientation. 

Figure 4 is a perspective view of the ballot-scanning machine, ballot secrecy 
sleeve and ballot as the ballot and sleeve are inserted into the scanning machine. 

Figure 5 is a partial cutaway view of the ballot machine mechanism showing the 
ballot receiving and advancing rollers immediately prior to the ballot being inserted 
between the rollers. 

Figure 6 is a partial cutaway view of the ballot scanning machine, ballot, and 
ballot secrecy sleeve shown as the ballot is being fed by the rollers into the scanning and 
tabulating area of the ballot scanning machine. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 
A typical ballot-scanning machine 1 is best shown in Figures 1 and 4. The 
scanning machine includes internal electronic scanning devices used to tabulate the 
voter's choices. These internal electronic scanning tabulating devices are well known in 
the art and are not part of the disclosure of this invention. 

Each ballot scanning machine 1 has a ballot machine-receiving slot 3 located near 
the front of the machine. This ballot-receiving slot 3 is best shown in Figure 1. The 
ballot machine receiving slot 3 has a cover 4 over part of the slot. This ballot machine 
cover 4 partially shields the ballot 2 (phantom lines) from view as it is being fed into the 
machine. Normally, the ballot 2 would be fed into the slot 3 and onto the advancing 


rollers 12 to be scanned and tabulated. However, this procedure destroys the secrecy of 
the cast ballot as the ballot itself extends above the ballot cover 4 and can be viewed by 
bystanders. However, use of the ballot secrecy sleeve 5 protects and preserves the 
secrecy of the entire ballot as will be explained. 

The ballot secrecy sleeve 5 is best shown on Figures 2 and 3. This ballot secrecy 
sleeve 5 is made up of heavy paper or light cardboard having a slick finish. It is cut into 
the configuration shown in Figures 2 and 3. The secrecy sleeve 5 is generally made of 
slick paper such that the ballot 2 easily slips from between the top 6 and bottom 7 of the 
ballot secrecy sleeve. In the preferred embodiment, the thickness of the top 6 and bottom 
7 of the ballot secrecy sleeve is approximately 1/32 of an inch. 

The top 6 and bottom 7 of the ballot secrecy sleeve 5 are identical and are joined 
at one end by a ballot secrecy sleeve shoulder 8. In the preferred embodiment^ this 
shoulder is approximately 3/16 of an inch. The shoulder 8 joins the top 6 and bottom 7 of 
the ballot secrecy sleeve to form a T-shaped sleeve having one edge (the shoulder edge) 
completely closed. The other lower edge 14 of the ballot secrecy sleeve is open. Both 
the top 6 and bottom 7 sections are flat as shown. 

In the center of the shoulder end of the secrecy sleeve a ballot secrecy sleeve 
cutout 10 is removed during the manufacturing process. This cutout 10 enables the voter 
to push the ballot 2 onto the rollers 12 in order for the ballot to be secretly scanned and 
tabulated. 

The ballot sleeve shoulder end also has left 9 and right 9' flanges. The lower part 
15 of the T-shaped secrecy sleeve is generally rectangular with the width equal to the size 
of the ballot 2 and the ballot machine receiving slot 3. The length of the ballot secrecy 


sleeve is slightly shorter than a ballot to be read in a scanning machine. The shoulder end 
16 of the sleeve has left 9 and right 9' flanges that are wider than the width of the lower 
part 15 of the sleeve. These shoulder end 16 flanges 9 and 9' are adapted to position the 
ballot and ballot secrecy sleeve correctly into the ballot machine receiving slot 3. 

Turning now to Figures 4 and 5 3 the use of the ballot secrecy sleeve is shown. 
Once the voter has cast his ballot 2, he places the ballot inside the ballot secrecy sleeve 5. 
The ballot secrecy sleeve covers nearly the entire ballot, with a free end of the ballot 13 
protruding slightly outside of the lower edge 14 of the secrecy sleeve, as shown in 
Figures 2 and 5. The free end of the ballot 13 does not contain any candidate's name or 
voter's cast mark so the entire part of the ballot indicating the candidates and voter's 
preferences are completely covered by the ballot secrecy sleeve 5. 

The ballot 2 and ballot secrecy sleeve 5 are inserted into the ballot machine- 
receiving slot 3 as shown in Figure 4. Once this maneuver has been accomplished, the 
voter's ballot is completely covered and secretly concealed by either the ballot machine 
slot cover 4 or the ballot secrecy sleeve 5. The top end 17 of the ballot is located in the 
ballot secrecy sleeve cutout 10, as shown in Figure 4. 

The ballot and ballot sleeve are correctly positioned into the ballot receiving slot 3 
based on the geometric configuration of the slot, the left 1 1 and right 1 1 ' sides of the slot, 
and by the left 9 and right 9' flanges of the ballot secrecy sleeve. As best shown in 
Figure 4, the flanges 9 and 9' abut up against the ends of the ballot machine left and right 
sides 1 1 and 1 V to correctly position the ballot to be scanned and tabulated. 

Once the ballot and ballot sleeve have been positioned as shown in Figure 4, the 
voter simply pushes the top end of the ballot 17 in the direction of the arrow 18. Pushing 

6 


the ballot this way pushes the free end of the ballot 13 into contact with the ballot 
machine rollers 12. As best shown in Figures 5 and 6, these rollers 12 receive the free 
end of the ballot 13 and pull the entire ballot 2 through the machine, to be scanned and 
tabulated. Because the ballot secrecy sleeve has a top and a bottom section separated 
slightly by a shoulder 8, the ballot easily slips out of the ballot secrecy sleeve 5 so that 
the ballot may be scanned and tabulated. The entire process from start to finish protects 
and preserves the secrecy of the ballot and the privacy of the voter. 

Although ballot scanning and tabulating machines may come in varying sizes and 
orientations, the preferred embodiment described above can be adequately adapted to the 
precise dimensions and geometric configurations of all of the scanning and tabulating 
machines currently in use. While the width of individual ballots may vary from 
jurisdiction to jurisdiction, these widths can be accommodated by adapting the width of 
the lower part 15 of the ballot secrecy sleeve or by other adapting means. 
The preferred embodiment of the ballot secrecy sleeve described herein has a width of the 
lower part 15 of approximately 8 l A inches. The length of the lower part 15 is also 
approximately 8% inches. The overall width of the shoulder end 16 of the ballot secrecy 
sleeve is approximately 12 inches in the preferred embodiment while the width of each 
flange is approximately 3 x / 2 inches. The width of the cutout 10 in the preferred 
embodiment is approximately VA inches while its depth is approximately 2V4 inches. 
While these dimensions are preferred for this embodiment, it should be noted that the 
dimensions given are meant as a means of illustration only and not as a limitation. 
Obviously, other voting machines could have slightly different dimensions. This device 
can be adapted to fit all scanning and tabulating machines currently on the market while 


still keeping within the spirit and disclosure of this invention. Further, the selection of the 
materials as being either thick paper or thin cardboard is meant as a means of illustration 
only and not as a limitation. Obviously, other types of paper or materials, including 
plastic or other synthetic materials, could be use while still keeping within the spirit of 
this disclosure. 

The essence of this invention is to provide a ballot secrecy cover for a ballot. The 
cover will have the dimensions such that it covers the ballot when the ballot is inserted 
into the ballot-receiving slot of any electronic scanning and tabulating machine. 

Having fully described by device, I claim: 


8 


